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“We are not makers of history. We are made by history.” – Martin Luther King Jr.
Yealand Primary School
History
Yealand CofE Primary School is a small, nurturing Church of England school where every child is known, valued, and inspired to achieve their best. Guided by our Christian vision - “Let all you do be done in love” (1 Corinthians 16:14) - and our motto “Inspire, Believe, Achieve,” we provide an education rooted in love, curiosity, and discovery. Our History curriculum reflects these values, fostering empathy, respect, and understanding of how people and events have shaped the world we live in today.

Intent
At Yealand CofE Primary School, our History curriculum is designed to inspire curiosity and a lifelong love of learning about the past. We aim for all pupils to develop a deep understanding of how historical events, people, and civilisations have influenced our lives, while reflecting on themes of courage, resilience, community, and justice.
Because of our mixed-age classes - Robins and Little Owls (EYFS and KS1) and Swallows (Years 3–6) - our History curriculum follows a four-year rolling cycle. This enables us to deliver a rich and balanced curriculum that ensures full coverage of the National Curriculum while promoting progression through revisiting and deepening skills.
Our intent is for all children to:
· Become curious, confident, and reflective historians who can think critically about the past.
· Develop chronological awareness and an understanding of cause, consequence, and continuity.
· Learn to use and interpret evidence, evaluate sources, and construct balanced arguments.
· Recognise how historical events, innovation, and leadership have shaped communities and the wider world.
· Appreciate diverse perspectives and understand their place within a global story.
· Live out our values of “Let all you do be done in love” by showing empathy and respect when exploring people’s lives and experiences.
Our thematic approach immerses children in cross-curricular learning where History forms the narrative backbone. Each theme - such as “Fire, Fire,” “Rule Britannia,” or “May the Force Be With You”- is chosen to excite curiosity, create links between subjects, and give context to pupils’ learning. Through story, drama, artefacts, and discussion, pupils not only acquire historical knowledge but also develop compassion and understanding for people across time.

Implementation
Our History curriculum is structured on a four-year cycle to ensure that children revisit key concepts and disciplinary skills as they progress through the school. This approach provides continuity, enables depth, and ensures that every child- regardless of age grouping- experiences coherent progression.
Key features of our implementation include:
· Progression Through Revisit and Depth: Each historical concept (e.g., power, society, innovation, exploration) is revisited at increasing levels of challenge across the cycle, allowing pupils to connect, question, and deepen their understanding.
· Enquiry-Based Learning: Pupils investigate key questions, analyse evidence, and draw reasoned conclusions, mirroring the skills of real historians.
· Immersive, Thematic Teaching: History is taught through rich, interconnected themes that allow for meaningful cross-curricular links and creative expression.
· Practical and Experiential Learning: Artefacts, visitors, role-play, and educational visits help children connect emotionally and intellectually with the past.
· Explicit Vocabulary and Oracy Development: Subject-specific language is taught explicitly and revisited to build confidence and precision in historical discussion.
· Inclusive and Accessible Learning: All pupils, including those with SEND, are supported and challenged to access high-quality historical learning through adaptive teaching and enrichment opportunities.
In EYFS and KS1 (Robins and Little Owls), children explore History through Understanding the World - learning about their own lives, family stories, and changes over time. They begin to recognise similarities and differences between the past and present through story, play, and first-hand experiences.
In KS2 (Swallows), pupils develop greater depth of knowledge and understanding through enquiry, research, and debate. They examine cause and consequence, explore evidence critically, and begin to recognise how history is interpreted in different ways. Each theme revisits and extends previous learning, ensuring a secure and connected understanding of historical concepts.

Impact
Through our History curriculum, pupils at Yealand CofE Primary School become thoughtful, reflective learners who understand how the past shapes our shared future. They demonstrate curiosity, compassion, and critical thinking - embodying our values of love and respect in their learning and relationships.
The impact of our History curriculum is seen in pupils who:
· Demonstrate secure chronological understanding and historical knowledge.
· Use key historical vocabulary with confidence and accuracy.
· Can analyse sources, consider multiple viewpoints, and form reasoned judgements.
· Make connections between local, national, and global history.
· Show enthusiasm, engagement, and curiosity about the past.
· Live out our vision by showing empathy and understanding for the people whose lives they study.
We measure the impact of our History curriculum through pupil voice, ongoing formative assessment, monitoring of work, and lesson observations. The result is a community of learners who are inspired to explore the past, believe in their ability to make sense of it, and achieve a deeper understanding of themselves and the world – 
“Let all you do be done in love.”

image1.png
p%k.‘ schoo/





