1st October 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,
A rather wet and chilly week which signals the start of Autumn. However, this hasn’t stopped the children, who have
enjoyed Forest school and Mrs Brown’s Football Club this week. Thank you for equipping your children for the
changing weather, umbrellas are great fun but unfortunately, they are not practical in the playground and so these have
been kept in the cloakroom when in school, out of use.
Morecambe Football Club on a Thursday lunchtime continues to be very popular. Kane who has worked with the school
for the last year or so has been allocated a new role in the club, working with aspiring footballers and has organised a
club on a Wednesday evening. The club is held at Lancaster and Morecambe college from 4:30 until 6pm and is open
to both girls and boys. There is a charge for the 8-week sessions of £40 which works out at £5 a session. The group
will be used as a springboard to the academy run at Morecambe so is a great opportunity for anyone attending. If you
would like more information please let school know and we will pass on details to Kane and Ollie who will be fronting
the club.
The school have begun a number of new initiatives this year and we are very excited to share these with you. Following
an application to NCETM the children in Reception, Year 1 & 2 have begun the Mastering Number Programme. This is
a fully funded scheme of work (D of E funding) which supports pupil knowledge and understanding in number. Each
day, Year 1 & 2 receive 10 minutes of Mastery teaching and Reception receive their input through continuous provision
and short focused activities. Both myself and Mrs Beswetherick are working with the North West Maths Hub receiving
online training and updates.

The second exciting opportunity involves the whole school, who will be taking part in the Archbishop of York Youth
Trust; Young Leadership Programme. This begins after half term and will run for around 2 terms and upon completion
the children will receive an award to show they have completed the work. This will involve fundraising, raising
awareness of inequalities, some community involvement and will support pupils Personal, Social and Emotional
Development. Following their time away from school and so much disruption to their education, the work will aim to
grow confidence, teamwork, resilience and empower pupils to serve their communities. So, watch this space to see
what we all get up to!
Many of you may be aware from media coverage that there has been some disruption with school meals. Yealand has
been extremely lucky that Michelle, our cook over at North Road School has been able to continue to provide nutritious
and delicious food for the children in spite of the disruption. However, next week the menu will change and the choice
will be limited. Michelle is only running this for one week and then will take feedback from schools. Whilst I am
sympathetic to the difficulty’s companies are having at present, I believe that the children need to continue to receive
the choice and variety despite anything. Therefore, I am supporting Michelle in her decision to roll with the menu for
one week and will report back to parents next week when I have a clearer picture of what will happen over the coming
weeks. A copy of the menu has been sent out today for your information.

School is collecting loose change for North West Cancer Research. If you would like to help, please send any coins
into school and the children will add them to the collection tin in the office. Thank you in advance for supporting the
worthy charity.
Finally, as part of the ongoing curriculum review we undertake every year the children have taken part in an
anonymous questionnaire regarding the use of social media and gaming. The aim is to get a clearer picture of the
use of the internet and pupils’ knowledge of how to keep safe online. This is extremely important following so
much use of online during the pandemic and closure of schools. Following the results of the questionnaire, teachers will tailor the Computing lessons to support any areas that are highlighted appropriately. And… each week I
will be sending out a TOP TIP for parents to support the use of online work, gaming and use of social media with
children.

So… my TOP TIP this week…
Over a third of the children in Key Stage 2 said that they play online games for more than 3 hours a day. With
home life so busy, we are often unaware of how much time our children spend online. Keep a check for a few
days and see how much time is spent gaming or online. You will be surprised at what you find.
Have a good weekend, Best wishes, Katrina

Diary Dates for September / October
Tuesday 5th October—Robin class trip to Muncaster Castle
Thursday 7th October— Morecambe Football Club lunch session
Miss Helen Dance class—Swallows 1-2 Robins 2-3
Friday 8th October—Little Owls Dance with Miss Helen 10:15am-10:45am
Monday 11th October—Swallow class trip to Bolton Museum
Tuesday 12th October — Robins forest school 1:15pm-3pm
Stay and Play session @Village Hall 1:30pm-2:45pm Pre school children
Thursday 14th October— Morecambe Football Club lunch session
Miss Helen Dance class—Swallows 1-2 Robins 2-3
Friday 15th October—Little Owls Dance with Miss Helen 10:15am-10:45am
Rudolph Christmas card designs sent home
Thursday 21st October— Morecambe Football Club lunch session
Miss Helen Dance class—Swallows 1-2 Robins 2-3
Friday 22nd October—Little Owls Dance with Miss Helen 10:15am-10:45am
Rudolph Christmas card designs orders to be in and paid for


these will be updated when changes are made

Flu immunisations—the school nurse team will be in school on Thursday 25th
November 2021, please ensure you have completed the online form to register your
child for this. If you are struggling to complete it online or the link does not work
properly, Miss Riley is happy to help you do this if you arrange a convenient time.

Things to do this weekend

